
Important Dates
Stand Up to Bullying 
Wear Orange & Black Day........ 3/9

SAT Prep Course...........3/19 - 3/22

Good Friday/No School.......... 3/30

Spring Recess .....................4/2 - 4/6

ELA 7 ................................4/10 & 4/11 
ELA 3-6 ............................4/12 & 4/13

ELA 8 ................................4/16 & 4/17

 PSAT Grade 10 exam ..............4/18

CASDA/HVCC College Fair .......5/2 
Math 3-6.............................5/1 & 5/2

Math 8 .................................5/3 & 5/4 
 PSAT Grade 11 exam ................5/5

Math 7 ..................................5/7 & 5/8

Stand Up to Bullying 
Wear Orange & Black Day...... 5/11

News from Cambridge Jr./Sr. High School

March 2018

It’s hard to believe we are already 
at the end of the second quarter. 
Once again, we had several students 
achieving principal’s honor, high 
honor, and honor status. The full list 
can be found under the “Junior Senior 
High” section of the school’s website. 
Keep up the great work!

We are excited to introduce new 
technologies into our testing routine.  
Starting this year, students taking 
the ELA and Math exams in grades 
7 and 8 will be piloting them online 
as part of New York State’s initiative 
toward paperless testing. The state 
has set a goal that by the year 2020, 
students in grades 3-8 will be able to 
take the newly revised assessments 
online. We are happy to begin our 

integration this year. Grades 3-6 will 
still be using paper-based testing. 

The exams have been reduced from 
a three-day assessment to a two-day 
assessment in grades 3-8. Given that 
we are implementing computer based 
testing at the middle level, we now 
have a larger window of time in which 
to complete the assessments. All 
grades 3-8 testing will be held in the 
morning on the dates listed in orange 
under “Important Dates.” 

In closing, I hope as many students 
as possible will take advantage of the 
free SAT Prep Course being offered 
March 19, 20, 21 & 22 in preparation 
for the May 5 and June 2 SAT’s. 

The guidance office is back in full swing with junior 
conferences. These meetings are an opportunity for juniors 
and their families to discuss future plans whether it’s college, 
employment and/or military options. Additionally, the office 
is participating in college search activities and reviewing 
standardized testing options. We are exploring upcoming 
college fairs, financial aid options and investigating avenues to 
obtain great letters of recommendation and write persuasive 
college essays. The College and Career Club is a great 
resource for juniors. The club meets in S-05 on Mondays 
starting on March 5, and Co-advisors Mr. Akins and Mr. 
Mooney are available to help students build their resumes and 
tackle tasks related to academics, leadership and college fit.                            

Here are some important upcoming dates:

Monday, March 5 - first meeting of College and Career 
Club. Meetings will be held each Monday thereafter. 

Monday, March 19 - Thursday, March 22: FREE SAT 2018 
Prep Course in the elementary library, in preparation for the 
May 5 and June 2 SAT. 

Wednesday, April 18 -  Tenth grade students will be 
taking the PSAT 10 exam. This is a practice exam intended 
to prepare students to take the SAT, which is a college 
entrance exam.

Wednesday, May 2 - CASDA/HVCC College Fair. See  
Mr. Akins in the guidance office to sign up.

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL GOSS
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Top row (l. – r.) Brenden Holcomb, Tommy English, Alexander 
Hommel, Samantha Farrara, Autumn Headwell     
Middle row (l. – r.) Emma Jerabek, Brecke Gifford, Tre Rossi, 
Daniel Blanchfield      
Bottom row (l. – r.) Cassandra Bovie, Julia Salisbury,  
Tori Vellucci, Rhiannon Darling  
Absent from photo: Lizzy Townes    
Photo credit: Dean Darling

The Lambda Sigma Gamma chapter of the National Honor 
Society inducted 14 new members during their 83rd Annual 
Induction Ceremony. The ceremony took place in the 
Cambridge Central School auditorium and began with a 
procession of the chapter’s senior members.

Vice-President Jonas Butz began the induction ceremony with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. President Helen Mooney, welcomed 
the nearly 220 guests and introduced the four Principles of the 
Society. Secretary Hailey Herrington, and current member, 
Max Hoffer, introduced each new member as senior members 
escorted them from the audience to their seats on stage. A 
candle lighting followed the tapping of the new members, and 
then all members stated their pledge to the Principles of the 
National Honor Society. Each new member was presented 
with a National Honor Society membership card and pin.

The new inductees for this year are: Daniel Blanchfield, 
Cassandra Bovie, Rhiannon Darling, Tommy English, 
Samantha Renae Farrara, Brecke McKenna Gifford, Autumn 
Headwell, Brenden Holcomb, Alexander James Hommel, 
Emma Jerabek, Tre Rossi, Julia Salisbury, Lizzy Townes, and 
Tori Vellucci.

Following the induction, Mrs. Caroline Goss, the High School 
Principal, shared her vision for the 14 new members of the 
chapter, encouraging them to promote positive change within 
the school and broader community.

NHS INDUCTION TEEN EXCELLENCE

Helen Mooney was selected by  
The Post-Star as one of this year’s Teen 
Excellence honorees. 

The Teen Excellence Awards look beyond 
academics and athletics to identify 
outstanding young people between the 
ages of 13 and 19, who have demonstrated 
personal growth, leadership and innovation, 
along with a commitment to their 
community.

Beginning in October, teachers, coaches, 
youth group leaders, church leaders, 
educational administrators, and employers 
were invited to nominate teens who they 
believe are the young leaders of tomorrow 
and serve as exceptional role models 
in their schools, jobs, communities and 
beyond.

“The Teen Excellence Awards give us an 
opportunity to recognize students who are 
outstanding in the towns and communities 
that they live in. We are proud to be the 
ones who get to make sure that their stories 
are told,” said Robert Forcey, publisher of 
The Post-Star. 

Helen and the honorees from 14 other 
districts will be recognized at an awards 
breakfast on Wednesday, March 7 at The 
Great Escape Lodge. 



STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Congratulations to the students selected as Student 
of the Quarter for the first quarter of the 2017-2018 
school year. They are (l. - r.) Hailey Herrington 
(12th grade); Tre Rossi (11th grade); Mike Baker 
(10th grade); Karen Vasquez (9th grade) Jadalyn 
LeBarron (8th grade); Olivia Record (7th grade).

Congratulations to the students selected as Student 
of the Quarter for the second quarter of the 2017-2018 
school year. They are (l. - r.) Carmella Bennett (12th 
grade); Dominic Williams (11th grade); Sarah Burke 
(10th grade); Charlie Dill (9th grade) Christian Andritz 
(8th grade); Alexis Austin (7th grade).

Congratulations to the five students who earned 
the prestigious CHEMISTRY BEAKER MUG award 
for having achieved a 90% or above on the June 
2017 chemistry regents. Beaker Mug recipients 
demonstrated not only the motivation to do well, but 
consistently dedicated the time to accomplish and 
understand their academic work. They are (left to 
right) Leah Jaffe, Autumn Headwell,  
Rhiannon Darling, Cassy Bovie, Brady Lybert.

Natalie Giordano 
was selected 
to participate in 
the Zone 7 Area 
All-State Festival 
hosted by 
Saratoga Springs 
High School. She 
was one of three 
baritone players 
chosen out of 
eight counties to 
perform. 

Alice Roosevelt was selected as this year’s HOBY 
delegate. HOBY is a leadership seminar that is 
sponsored by the Salem Area Women’s Club 
and takes place over a three day period at SUNY 
Oneonta.

(l. - r.) Guidance Counselor Mr. Akins; HOBY 
delegate Alice Roosevelt; last year’s delegate. 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH THE 
LATEST SCHOOL NEWS: 

cambridgecsd.org



Eighth grade students in Ms. Hamilton’s class have 
been job-shadowing throughout the school year. 
This is a career-exploration activity designed for 
students to help them determine a career path to 
follow. A job shadow experience allows a student to 
explore a specific career of interest by observing an 
employee perform their work duties at their place of 
employment. The experience is designed to provide 
realistic career information that will aid the student 
in making career choices. 

By experiencing a workplace first-hand, students 
learn a great deal more about a career and the 
work environment and decide if it is a good career 
choice for them. Often, students do not have the 
opportunity to experience how school subjects 
are applied to life in the work world. Cambridge 
Central School has adopted a Strategic Plan 
that echoes that sentiment. Part of the plan is for 
students to connect a real world experience to their 
current course of study as a means of enhancing 
their school experience. This year, this has been 
integrated across the curricula and will offer eighth-
grade students with guidance from Ms. Hamilton, 
the opportunity to shadow a professional area of 
interest to assist in developing relevant, long term 
educational goals, and course of study as they enter 
their freshman year of high school.

This program will work by developing networks and 
connections between CCS students, families and 
area professionals. In partnering students with area 
professionals, it not only increases the opportunities 
we can offer our students but it also strengthens 
our school’s involvement in the community while 
providing parents opportunities to be involved in 
their child’s goal setting and future planning.

The career exploration class took a field trip 
to the Cambridge Valley Rescue Squad and 
discussed careers in the emergency medical 
field. 

Produced in cooperation with WSWHE BOCES Communications Services

GETTING CAREER & COLLEGE READY

The Cambridge Central School District hosted the 
9th Annual Alumni Panel. The purpose of the panel 
was for students to have the opportunity to hear about 
college and career life from Cambridge graduates, and 
ask questions to help in making college and career 
decisions.

Although the panel members are enrolled at varying 
schools and pursuing diverse career paths, they 
resonated similar words of wisdom. They impressed 
upon the students to look at colleges with a wide variety 
of majors, and not to choose a school solely based on 
one factor and to keep an open mind. The panel spoke 
about the anxieties of transitioning from home and 
meeting new people. The students were told to expect 
to feel overwhelmed, and to remember the same fears 
and anxieties are also being experienced by their peers. 
If living in a dorm, it could be a big adjustment if one is 
used to the quiet and privacy. A roommate may turn out 
to be a best friend, or simply a person you share space 
with. Most dorms have activities and ice breakers during 
orientation. Students were advised to join clubs and 
activities to connect with people with similar ideas and 
interests.  

Event organizer and School Counselor Mr. Andy Akins 
said, “Giving the high school students the opportunity 
to hear about college and career life, how to prepare, 
and what to expect is much more impactive coming from 
someone who sat in their chair not very long ago. We 
appreciate the time the alumni gave during their winter 
break.”

Front row (l. – r.) Audrey Roosevelt, Rhilynn Ogilvie, 
Kearstin Duffy, Delaney Hill    
Back row (l. - r.) Max Ratelle, Isaac Robertson,  
Paul Edwards, Elianna Bodnar, Lynn Brownell


